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home. France was torn with religious wars.
Tudor England had much work to do before
any effective English colonies could be planted.
Oversea dominions are nothing without sufficient
sea power, naval and mercantile, to win, to hold,
and foster them. But Tudor England was grad-
ually forming those naval and merchant services
without which there could have been neither
British Empire nor United States.

Henry Vlll had faults which have been trum-
peted about the world from his own day to ours.
But of all English sovereigns he stands foremost
as the monarch of the sea. Young, handsome,
learned, exceedingly accomplished, gloriously
strong in body and in mind, Henry mounted the
throne in 1509 with the hearty good will of nearly
all his subjects. Before England could become
the mother country of an empire overseas, she
had to shake off her mediaeval weaknesses, be-
come a strongly unified modern state, and arm
herself against any probable combination of hos-
tile foreign states. Happily for herself and for
her future colonists, Henry was richly endowed
with strength and skill for his task. With one
hand he welded England into political unity,